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ϮϬϬϵ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞�ĂƌǁŝŶ�zĞĂƌ͘͟ �/Ŷ��ƵƐƚƌŝĂ�ŽŶĞ�ŽŶůǇ�Ăƌƚ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ�;<ƺŶ-
ƐƚůĞƌŚĂƵƐ͕�sŝĞŶŶĂͿ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚŽƉŝĐ͘�/Ŷ�ŵǇ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�Ăƌƚ�
D/^D��^hZ�D�Ed͕ �ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽǁ�Ăƚ�<ƺŶƐƚůĞƌŚĂƵƐ͕�/�ƌĞĨĞƌ�
to Socialdarwinism, which was used as pseudoscientific justification 
for imperialism and rassism at the time of the Nationalsocialism, and 
which today represents an essential feature of right-wing radicalism.                                             
Ruth Mateus-Berr works with staged photography. The models take 
the instruments for measurement in their own hands. A paradox and 
cynical situation is created. It challenges the observer to scrutinize the 
power of judgment.

DESCRIPTION

NUMBERS AND MISMEASUREMENT. 
SOCIALDARWINISM AND RASCISM OF 
TODAY  
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RASCISM 

DATE

VIENNA — Mike Brennan was getting off a Vienna 

subway when two undercover police officers pounced 

on him, mistaking him for a drug dealer. Months later, 

the 35-year-old black American is still recovering from 

his injuries — and waiting for a satisfactory apology.                                                                                           

A recent Europe-wide study by the Vienna-based 

�h�&ƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ϱϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�

of minorities and immigrants think “discrimination 

based on ethnic origin is widespread in their country.”                                                     

Associate Press. 21.6.2009: http://www.nbcnews.com/

id/31475522/ns/world_news-europe/t/attack-us-man-

austria-brings-racism/#.WPWrSo6kJR0 

DESCRIPTION

UPSIDE

DĞŶƐŵĞƟŶŐĞŶ�ĚŽŽƌ�ĚĞ�ŶĂǌŝ Ɛ͛�;ůŝŶŬƐͿ�ĞŶ�ĚŽŽƌ�ŬƵŶƐƚĞŶĂƌĞƐ�ZƵƚŚ�
DĂƚĞƵƐͲ�Ğƌƌ�;ϮϬϭϬ͕�ƌĞĐŚƚƐͿ͘��ŝƌŬ�,ƵǇůĞďƌŽƵĐŬ͘�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘
ƐĐŝůŽŐƐ͘ďĞͬĚƌƐƉŝͬĞĞŶͲĂĨƌŝĐĂŶͲĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶͲŵĂƚŚͲĂƌƟƐƚͬϭϬ͘ϭϭ͘ϮϬϭϲ

                                                                       
In her photographies Austrian National 
ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�;ďůĂĐŬ�ĐŽůŽƌĞĚͿ�Žƌ�Ă�ƐƉŽƌƚ�
teacher (who was mistaken in Viennas 
subway with a drugdealer and was hit 
ƵŶƚŝů�ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇͿ�ĂƌĞ�ƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵ-
ments.
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EVOEVO

Staged Photography

Ishango Bone: Maths & Arts

,ƵǇůĞďƌŽƵĐŬ Ɛ͛�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ŽĨ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ŵĂƚŚ-
ĞŵĂƟĐƐ�ǁĞŶƚ�ďĂĐŬ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽůĚĞƐƚ�ŽďũĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�
22000-years-old Ishango rod, found in 
�ŽŶŐŽ͘�,Ğ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽďũĞĐƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�
not shown on public display for about 
50 years. Actually, today there even is a 
ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�/ƐŚĂŶŐŽ�ƌŽĚ͕�ĐŽŶĮƌŵŝŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ŚǇƉŽƚŚĞƐĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�/ƐŚĂŶŐŽ�
ďŽŶĞ͕�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽĚ;ƐͿ�
ĂĚŵŝƩĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĞǆŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�
bed. Despite this rather sad story about 
colonial or neo-colonial denial of African 
ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐĂů�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂůŬ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
“Math Space” was done in a lively way, 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
some members of the audience.

Ruth Mateus-Berr engaged with the Ishango bone, the knowledge of Afri-
can culture, the neo-colonial denial of western countries.
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Performance Math Power 

Performance

Measurement

VIENNA — Mike Brennan was getting off a Vienna 

subway when two undercover police officers pounced 

on him, mistaking him for a drug dealer. Months later, 

the 35-year-old black American is still recovering from 

his injuries — and waiting for a satisfactory apology.                                                                                           

A recent Europe-wide study by the Vienna-based 

�h�&ƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ϱϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�

of minorities and immigrants think “discrimination 

based on ethnic origin is widespread in their country.”                                                     

Associate Press. 21.6.2009: http://www.nbcnews.com/

id/31475522/ns/world_news-europe/t/attack-us-man-

austria-brings-racism/#.WPWrSo6kJR0 

DĞŶƐŵĞƟŶŐĞŶ�ĚŽŽƌ�ĚĞ�ŶĂǌŝ Ɛ͛�;ůŝŶŬƐͿ�ĞŶ�ĚŽŽƌ�ŬƵŶƐƚĞŶĂƌĞƐ�ZƵƚŚ�
DĂƚĞƵƐͲ�Ğƌƌ�;ϮϬϭϬ͕�ƌĞĐŚƚƐͿ͘��ŝƌŬ�,ƵǇůĞďƌŽƵĐŬ͘�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘
ƐĐŝůŽŐƐ͘ďĞͬĚƌƐƉŝͬĞĞŶͲĂĨƌŝĐĂŶͲĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶͲŵĂƚŚͲĂƌƟƐƚͬϭϬ͘ϭϭ͘ϮϬϭϲ

                                                                       
In her photographies Austrian National 
ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�;ďůĂĐŬ�ĐŽůŽƌĞĚͿ�Žƌ�Ă�ƐƉŽƌƚ�
teacher (who was mistaken in Viennas 
subway with a drugdealer and was hit 
ƵŶƚŝů�ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇͿ�ĂƌĞ�ƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵ-
ments.



ZƵƚŚ�DĂƚĞƵƐͲ�Ğƌƌ͛Ɛ�ůŝǀĞ�ĞǆĞĐƵƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�
traditional African sand drawing on a 
table covered with sand. Another chal-
lenge for the audience was the meas-
urement of the proportion navel-head 
compared to the length: using a large 
“golden section” compass Mateus-Berr 
could confirm some of the participants 
were of “ideal” proportions along 
social-Darwinist theories. 

DESCRIPTION

Performance Math Power 
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